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companion, and strolled off leisurely to look for more
snipe.

After he had resumed his official career, and was serving
as referendary to the Potsdam Government, one day his
chief, ignoring his presence in the office, walked to the
window and began to drum with his fingers upon one of the
panes. Forthwith Bismarck betook himself to the window
also, and performed the "Old Dessauer*s March" on
another pane for the special entertainment of His Excellency
the President of the Government This was the amiable
official who one day made his referendary wait in the ante-
chamber for an hour, and then, calling him in, asked him
roughly, " What do you want ? " Bismarck replied, u I came
to ask for a few days' leave; now I Iteg to notify my
resignation."

Regarded from a certain stand-point there was a great deal
of practical humour in the way he misled Benedetti and
Napoleon III. in 1866 with respect to his willingness to fall
in with French projects of aggrandisement, induced the
Ambassador to shew his hand, and, when the opportune
moment arrived, brought his Comedy of Errors to a close
by publishing the document recording Napoleon's secret
plans, of which he had obtained possession by dexterous
manoeuvring. He began by bamboozling Bonaparte into
believing that he was not " un homme s^rieux;" then he
amused himself for several years with Napoleonic delusions;
finally, he duped him and caused him to make a fool of
himself. All this constituted the comic lever de ridmu
preceding the great war-tragedy.

In Ferribres the King had prohibited shooting in the
park behind Rothschild's ch&teau, which contained several
thousand pheasants. Unaware of this, I asked the Chan-
cellor one evening why he did not sally forth, once hi a